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Memorial writing by Dr. Zhongmin LIU

Profoundly saddened to hear the sad
news of the passing away of Professor
Kozo Tanabe, I, in the name of Dalian
Institute of Chemical Physics, CAS, and in
my own name, express my deepest
condolences.

Prof. Tanabe was a respected and an
excellent world-class scientist, and he was
the pioneer in the field of acids and bases
catalysis. To date, the catalytic properties
of solid acids and bases which was came
up by Prof. Tanabe is still impacting the
development of the catalysis science. Prof.
Tanabe was a good friend of Chinese

people. He cared and helped us a lot in
both of scientific research and graduate
students’ education in the past decades.
The death of Professor Kozo Tanabe is a
great loss to the field of catalytic science
and technology. We are also very sad to
lose a close and sincere friend. He will be
sadly missed.

Zhongmin LIU

Director of Dalian Institute of Chemical
Physics & Qingdao Institute of Bioenergy
and Bioprocess Technology

Memorial Writing by Prof. Feng-Shu XIAO and Prof. Xiaoming ZHENG

We were profoundly saddened by the
sad news that Tanabe-sensei had passed

away. Please accept our deepest
condolences. We had been
international students in Hokkaido

University in the late of 1980s and in the
beginning of this century Tanabe-sensei
had visited Catalysis Institute of Zhejiang
University. He was always nice and
inspiring to us and he was also our great
teacher, advisor and yet good friend in

more than three decades. He brought to us
a lot of precious experiences and good
memories both in Japan and China.
Tanabe-sensei will forever live in our
hearts.

Feng-Shou XIAO, Professor in Catalysis
Instiute of Zhejiang University
Xiaoming ZHENG, Professor in Catalysis
Institute of Zhejiang University



Memorial writing by Dr. Bo-Qing Xu

I was profoundly saddened yesterday by
the sad news of the passing of Tanabe-
sensei. Please accept my deepest
condolences.

Tanabe-sensei had been my beloved
mentor even before | became one of his
international students in January 1986. He
was always nice and inspiring to me,
remained to be my great teacher, advisor
and yet good friend in more than three
decades. He brought to me a lot of
precious experiences and good memories,
in Japan, China and Europe, which | may
never have without him. | was thinking by
the day before yesterday of visiting him in
Sapporo after my attending the TOCATS8
conference (in Yokohama) in this coming

August. Many pictures and activities of
Tanabe-sensei are emerging in my eyes
and brain. I hope | could fly to Sapporo to
pay him my last respects but to obtain a
Japanese visa would take as long as ten
days in Beijing.

It has been a great treasure for me to be
one of his many international students. |
learnt a lot from Tanabe-sensei and his
team at Hokkaido University for teaching
students and doing scientific research. His
many words will continue to inspire me
throughout my own life. Tanabe-sensei
will forever live in my heart.

Bo-Qing Xu (R H1X)

Memorial wrinting by Dr. Min Hon Rei (8 #(%)

Since January with heavy snow in
Sapporo, I have been worry about health
situation of my respected dear Professor
Tanabe and wrote a letter to ask his
situation, then in the early March I added
some more words again when spring
finally came but I never get around to go
to post office to send out, now I lost the
opportunity forever and will keep the mail
for myself to cherish the 40 years of
friendship and the contribution Prof.

Tanabe bestows to me and to us in the

catalytic society of Taiwan. We, my
colleague in Taiwan, my students and
myself, always remember his kindness,
knowledge in  catalysis,
in the solid acid, his
consideration and generosity to others.
My memory goes back to 1980 in the first
TOCAT Conference in Tokyo where and
when 1 first met him and was absorbed
immediately by his
consideration. After the Confidence, |

profound

particularly

kindness and

invited him, Prof Tamaru and Prof



Echigoya to visit Taiwan; Prof. Tamaru
could not come while Prof. Tanabe and
Prof. Echigoya quickly agree to come. |
was more than happy to be able to invite
him over to Taiwan; while in Taiwan, Prof
Tanabe and | agreed to have a joint
workshop in Catalysis in Peitou next year.
An acorn is thus planted then and this
started the long
cooperation history between the two
countries and hundreds of catalysists in
Japan and in Taiwan. Last January in
Kyoto for the 18™ Joint workshop on
catalysis, | was very happy and very thrill
to see the happy hours of discussion and
togetherness by the young catalysists of

journey of long

the two countries and wished Prof Tanabe
could have been there to witness the
growing of the giant oak tree we planted
almost 40 years ago. As Prof Tanabe has
walked to his destination, | wish all the
catalysists in the two countries could
continuously work together and build the
sincere genuine friendship for many more
40 years to come.

Prof. Tanabe will always live in my heart
and in our colleague in Taiwan.

Min Hon Rei (& #7%)

Memorial writing by Dr. Chung-Yuan Mou

We learned the unfortunate news
of Professor Kozo Tanabe leaving us.
On behalf of the Taiwan Catalysis
community, | would like to express
our sincere gratitude and condolence
to Prof. Tanabe’s family and
Japanese colleagues.

Professor Tanabe was a great
scientist and a kind mentor to all of
us. His decease surely is a great loss
of the catalysis communities. We
shall remember his generosity,
friendship, and big heart forever.
Through his efforts of promoting the
Japan-Taiwan catalysis exchange

over four decades ago, we now have
a treasured relation between the
catalysis communities of Taiwan and
Japan.  With deepest condolence,
we wish you to convey our sincere
gratitude Tanabe’s
contribution for the promotion of
catalysis science.

With our deep appreciation and
condolence,

to Professor

Chung-Yuan Mou



President, Catalysis Society of
Taiwan

Professor, Department of Chemistry,
National Taiwan University



Memorial writing by Ben-Zu Wan
Sorry to know the pass-away of
Professor Tanabe. I am Ben-Zu Wan of
National Taiwan University. Thank you
for taking care of him many years. My
first time to meet Professor Tanabe was in
Texas A&M University in College Station
of Texas. At that time | was a graduate
student for Ph.D. degree in Department of
Chemical Engineering under guidance of
Professor Anthony. It was a small local
conference. | presented my research
work of characterization of catalysis
properties of zirconium phosphate in a
poster session held in
late evening. Professor Tanabe
accompanied by Professor Lunsford (my
previous advisor in chemistry department)
appeared in front of me. It was apparent
to me that this Lunsford's Japanese friend
had drunk a lot, but he was able to
maintain a clear mind to provide very
good advices. It was interesting because
you know, Lunsford did not drink, neither
initiated talks. 1 remember one of advices
from Professor Tanabe was that zirconium
phosphate was a useful acid type catalyst
for hydration of ethylene to produce
ethanol in industry. 1 did not realize that
the information was very important to me
until two years later, | had an interview for
a teaching position in Department of
Chemical Engineering of National Taiwan
University. The tough scholar, Professor

Rei, was one of interviewers and asked
"Can your catalyst be useful and applied
in industry?" Tanabe's words started
to hit my head "Sure, aJapanese Prof.
Tanabe told me the industrial application
of  zirconium phosphate in  ethanol
production.” | did not know they were
good friends. Anyway, it was the end of
Prof. Rei's questions. | got the
position. After serving for thirty-one and
half years, | was retired three months ago.
I met Professor Tanabe many times either
in our (Japan and Taiwan) bilateral
meetings or in some international
meetings in my professorship. My mind
was always occupied by the up-current
researches. When everything almost
passes away, it is still the matter of the first
time remaining the most fresh.

Thank you Professor Tanabe.

Ben-Zu Wan
Retired Professor,
University, Taiwan.
Secretary in General of Catalysis Society
of Taiwan.

National Taiwan
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